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The nature of the problem #
The general nature of the problem is reasonably
obvious; it is structural movement caused by the
removal of the central partition to form a through
lounge. The issues to resolve are:
- is there any movement and i ths likely to

1e?

continu Evidence of movement - The ‘making good' to the

+ hasthe floor been strengthened at all? celling in the lounge clearly indicates the original

+ what should the client do about this problem? pariition has been removed. The cracking in this
position and the distorton of the fist floar becoom

What are the possible causes of the doors suggests that there has been some

problem?

movement Because this ffects the reatively recent
As stated above, the problern fias been caused by | dECoratons, this movement s nen. %
© removal of the inferal pariion. We have
described ot thought process below and
ilustrated this more araphically on side 13 and 14,

There are no ‘strutts' in
the roof space so the
central parttion does not
support roof loads.

The ceiling joists bear
onto the spine wall
between the bedrooms.
Although this s light
loading, the partition stil
suppotts the self weight
of the construction and
stored items (that could

Buttressing support - In normal
circumstances, when buiding
control have been involved,

inserted, a remnant of the former
parttion is usually left in place to
provide ‘buttressing’ support. This.
opening does not have this

incease) * |
. 0~

s osevosn o fors o e urgetaning oo, e The final sentence tries to put the. '

SRR R e — | problem ncontoxt It s o say & %

4 is no easy solution” In a
building survey, we would add that the () %

steps coukl be made safer by adding
h 1 distincive nosings o the steps, or a
handrail to emphasise the change in

level. But the HBR s an economic
senvice sowe have (o draw the ne

1 This cross reference links to
The first sentence describes | the 'Risks to people’in section

the problematic features . This is important because e
and the hazard they pese. part J wil pull together and OmEwhere.
emphasise the rest of the isks. n
in the home.
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